@ 2 journal of narrative medicine

mtima

STUDIO ART| SPRING 2021
Illness Does Not Become Identity

By Stephanie Francalancia

©lllness Does Not Become Identity. Stephanie Francalancia

Page 1of4



©lIllness Does Not Become Identity. Stephanie Francalancia



©lllness Does Not Become Identity. Stephanie Francalancia



Stephanie Francalancia is an illustrator and aspiring physician who uses creative practice to connect better
with those around her. She holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan with majors in Art &
Design and Biology. She is inspired by her grandmother, who was diagnosed with dementia but still reveals
her personality and expression through painting and knitting. Francalancia created these illustrations while
working closely with an inpatient, Mr. A, at a memory loss center. Her portraits aim to display Mr. A's
identity while he simultaneously produced his own pieces, which are the black and white paintings. Hoping
to continue illuminating patients’ narratives through art, Francalancia will be a graduate student at
Columbia University’s Narrative Medicine Program starting in the fall.
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