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Real Heroes: Pandemics and Graphic Medicine

By Katie Grogan and Kriota Willberg

COMICS, DRAWINGS, AND SKETCHES FROM THE
GRAPHIC MEDICINE: PANDEMICS,
HISTORY, AND COMICS SEMINARS
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In med school, we learn about
using “the power of touch” to
connect with our patients.

«weven when Ehej're not,

| |

/ I'm not
~  ofraid, and no
one around you
should be
either,

I miss the handshakes, the smiles,
the hugs after emotional visits -
which now seem Like relics.

Power of Touch by Emily Yin

This is especially brue in
dermatoloqy, whete Fabievd:s
often feel contagious..

bh doc, trust wme you
dont want to touch
this -~ it’s gross!

But COVID has changed
everj&hiug.

SR )

Bub I hopa m Fo&iah&s khow the

same care and empakh are skill
here, behind all of &2

is PPE.

I~ X——3m
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THE ANATOMY OF YOUR
Danielle Rigau ROoOM DURING

Covip-19
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Fi7, THANKS  QUARANTINE Y

Privilege by Carmen Perez and The Anatomy of Your Room During Covid by Danielle Rigau
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e “| 6 FEET APART
Pelhaps | am =
T00 worried ?
A all everysne
witl be outside?

And far apact.--

:
is that COV\D-

Safe?

Don't be \ame

@5 |

Danielle Rigau

CONID}q: My Goldilocks Story
TOO PARANOID | 3Bl TOO CAVALIER [7UST RIGHT..T?

Olivia Jebb

\’\\MM--W‘SMW
Just Sent me a box

of N9S. shaud |

e
i

“\\‘:‘

Work by Danielle Rigan, Covid 19: My Goldilocks Story by Olivia Jebb and Victoria Chen
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the beach

ms blake? how are you feeling this evening?  ms
blake? i know this is a hard time for you ms bl

ake paula. PAULA.
you’re going through a lot ;?énht now i w y"i‘éﬁ. im

worried tonight might be the night you will need the
tube  remember we had spoken about that? ive
o mmy

been speaking with your sister paula. ~ she wants to
talk to you. pghave her on the line right now.

here.  Claire, your sister is right here. She’s got a
mask that’s blowing oxygen so it might be a little

loud. But she can hear yogAULA},'é;i]aula oh god
hhhhhh Paula? oh paula im 1want you to

concentrate on your breathing okay  don’t be s

scared. the doctors are taking care of you honey.
0000000 hhhhhhh ., mmohhh  God has
His plan, honey. Only God knows. | gl baby oh

Michael Shen

you’re gonna be alright honey. theyre taking
theyre gonna take good care of you.  oh
wwww hhhhh icant icant iwantyouto

The Beach by Michael Shen

think about all the good times we had. close
close your eyes remember that time ~ with
the beach and the puppies? remember that? oh hh-

milos
it’s april 13, 2020
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TIMES OF COVID

Pablo Castaneda
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Laura Gould
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Times of Covid by Pablo Castenada and Wheel of Covid Fortune by Lanra Gould
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‘Graphic Medicine: Pandemics, History, and Comics,” a six-week online course at one United States medical
school, uses pathographic narratives and their history to contextualize cultural and personal responses to the
global COVID-19 pandeniic. Students explore how representations of disease, contagion and quarantine have
shaped and been shaped by such factors as healthcare access, racism, political ideology, nationalism and vaccine
ethics over time. Using historical pandemic imagery as a point of reference, students mafke their own graphic
medicine narratives, expressing their individnal reactions and responses to COVID-19. Student artists include
Pablo Castaneda, V ictoria Chen, Loren Collado, Iaura Crandall, Emily Duan, Carole Filangiers, Trish
Ippolito, Olivia Jeb, Carmen Perez, Danielle Rigau, Michael Shen and Enily Yin.

Katie Grogan, DMH, MA was Assistant Director of the Master Scholars Program in Humanistic
Medicine and Clinical Instructor of Medical Humanities at NYU Grossman School of Medicine from
2012 to 2022. She is now Senior Education Manager for the Center to Advance Palliative Care within
the Mount Sinai Health System, where she develops interdisciplinary training for clinicians caring for
people living with serious illness.

Kriota Willberg, MFA is a cartoonist, interdisciplinary artist, massage therapist and health science
educator. She is Artist in Residence at NYU Grossman School of Medicine. Willberg is the author of
Draw Stronger: Self-Care for Cartoonists and Visual Artists, and her comic Silver Wire was nominated
for a 2019 Ignatz Award.
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